Invitation
The EU, Germany and conflict prevention –
Reflecting ahead of the German EU Council Presidency
Co-organized by the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) and the
Working Group on Peace and Development (FriEnt)
1. October 2019, 9.30 – 18.00
Bread for the World, Caroline-Michaelis-Str.1, Berlin
From 1 July 2020, Germany will hold the presidency of the Council of the European Union (EU)
for six months. This presidency provides an opportunity to further the implementation of both
the EU’s Integrated Approach to External Conflicts and Crises and the German Guidelines on
Preventing Crises, Resolving Conflicts, Building Peace – seeking the prevention of violent
conflicts and promoting human security in the short and the long term. As Germany’s priorities
for its EU Council Presidency are being developed, the aim of this expert workshop is to facilitate
dialogue between German and European policy-makers, FriEnt and EPLO members, as well as
other civil society experts, and gather analysis and recommendations on possible peacebuilding
aspects of the German Presidency.
After discussing overall priorities, the meeting will zoom in on three specific topics: a) AU-EU
relations, b) Climate change and peace, as well as c) Security Sector Reform, Governance and
Human Security.
The meeting will be held in English and gather 40-50 participants. The format will be a day-long
interactive exchange with a mix of plenary and working group sessions under the Chatham
House Rules, followed by a reception.
To register to this expert workshop, please contact Ms. Brigitte Kirschner:
Brigitte.kirschner@frient.de
Yours sincerely,
Sonya Reines-Djivanides
European Peacebuilding Liaison Office
EPLO

Natascha Zupan
Working Group on Peace and Development,
FriEnt

Draft Agenda
09h30

Registration and Coffee

10h00

Welcome



10h15

Elsa Benhöfer (FriEnt)
Anna Penfrat (EPLO)

Session I: „The EU and peacebuilding – state of play”
What is the current state of play in terms of EU support to conflict prevention and
peacebuilding?
Input by


10h35

René van Nes, Head of Division, Conflict Prevention and Mediation Support,
European External Action Service (EEAS)

Panel discussion
How can the German Presidency further the implementation of the EU’s conflict
prevention and peacebuilding commitments? On which issue(s) can the German
Presidency add value, and how? How can this Presidency ensure that civilian crisis
prevention and peacebuilding approaches receive adequate political attention?
Discussants





Dr. Thomas Helfen, Head of Division Peace and Security; Disaster Risk
Management, Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ)
Daniela Vogl, Head of Division Crisis Engagement, Stabilisation Policy –
Strategies and Coordination, Federal Foreign Office (FFO)
Anna Penfrat, European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO)
Martina Fischer, Bread for the World

Moderator: Elsa Benhöfer (FriEnt)
11h45

Critical reflection and joint discussion

12h15

Lunch

13h15

Session II
Thematic break-out groups1

A. AU-EU relations
Peace and security are one of the key priorities of the Africa-EU partnership.
Building on the updated German policy guidelines on Africa and the German
Marshall Plan with Africa, the EU German Council Presidency process will provide
momentum to further promote civil society partnerships on peace and
development.
Guiding questions:
- How to ensure that civilian conflict prevention and peacebuilding activities
receive adequate attention in the Africa-EU partnership?
- How can issues related to peace and conflict prevention be integrated in
other aspects of the Africa-EU partnership, including on migration and
mobility as well as investment, also in light of establishing the new EU
Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument
(NDICI)?
- How can civil society participate more meaningfully in the Africa-EU
partnership?
Inputs for Discussion
- Dr. Mehari Taddele Maru, European University Institute
- Elissa Jobson, Director of Africa Regional Advocacy, International Crisis
Group (ICG)
- Robert Dölger, Regional Director for Sub-Saharan Africa and Sahel, Federal
Foreign Office (FFO)
Moderator: Marina Peter, Africa Department, Bread for the World

B. Climate Change and Peace
In June 2018, the EU organised a high level event on ‘Climate, Peace and Security:
The Time for Action’ on the urgency and importance of tackling the risks that
climate change poses to security and peace. In February 2019, the EU Foreign
Affairs Council adopted Conclusions on Climate Diplomacy, including on climate
and security. In June 2019 the Berlin Climate and Security Conference resulted in
the Berlin Call for Action, which sets out three areas to tackle risks posed by
climate change to peace and security.

The core priority themes of the German EU Council Presidency are currently being defined. The topics for the
break-out groups do not predetermine the final list of priorities which will be adopted by the Presidency.
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Guiding questions:
- How can the issue of climate change be better integrated into the EU’s
efforts to promote sustainable peace? And what could this mean for EU
development and migration policies?
- How are different actors (German government, civil society) working on
this issue?
- How can the German presidency contribute to further this agenda?
Inputs for Discussion
- Kira Vinke, Potsdam-Institut für Klimafolgenforschung
- Dr. Martin Kipping, Head of Division Climate Policy, Federal Ministry of
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
- Civil Society/Non-governmental Representative (tbc)
Moderator: NN (tbc)

C. Security Sector Reform, Governance and Human Security in fragile and
conflict affected contexts.
A strategy on Security Sector Reform (SSR) agreed between the German federal
ministries will be published in the course of 2019, while the EU adopted its
Strategic Framework to support SSR in 2016. Beyond the policy developments,
ensuring that SSR initiatives are conflict-sensitive and contribute to increased
human security remains a recurring challenge, in particular as ‘ military Train &
Equip’ projects are re-gaining attention.
Guiding questions:
- How to ensure that the democratic governance and oversight dimensions
of SSR efforts have the desired effects and receive adequate attention and
resources?
- How can the German Presidency contribute to improving the monitoring
and evaluation of EU support to security forces in fragile and conflictaffected countries?
- How can the German Presidency contribute to improving the
accountability and transparency of these processes – both towards the
population in recipient countries and towards EU citizens?
- Where does the EU add value to SSR programs, and what else could it
possibly do?
Inputs for Discussion
- Lucia Montanaro, Head of EU Office and EU Advocacy Manager Saferworld
- Ferdinand von Weyhe, Head of Security Sector Reform Team S03, Federal
Foreign Office (FFO)
- Representative IFSH (tbc)
Moderator: Konstantin Bärwaldt, FES
15.00

Coffee Break

15h30

Session III: Sharing results and discussing the way forward
The three working groups present their results.
Followed by an interactive discussion on possible concrete recommendations in
the run-up to the German Presidency.
Short reflection by BMZ, FFO and civil society

16h30

Reception

